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                                            “Touched by Fire”

  This is the last of the series of articles about Brown County’s participation in the Civil War. I hope my readers have enjoyed them and hope some things that have been forgotten over the years have been rekindled so we can better honor those men who were touched by fire. 

   I want to thank the News-Democrat for agreeing the print the articles and the Brown County Tourism Bureau for posting them on their web site:  browncountytourism.com. I also want to thank all the readers that have commented on the articles at my clinic, at the fair, at the grocery, on the street, and elsewhere. I truly appreciated each of those remarks. 

   I was often asked where I found the information. My answer is where ever I could. Many books have been published about the Civil War and a lot of information came from that source. The internet provided information that was at times incorrect but often correct information would have otherwise been unavailable. 

   The old County newspapers provided a lot of first person information in the form of soldier’s letters that were printed for the public to read. Often local citizens visited the front line or hospitals and reportedMany interesting hours were spent reading the 1861- 1865 ‘Ripley Bee”, and later issues of the “Brown County News” and the “News-Democrat”.

   The Ohio Historical Society’s Archival Library in Columbus was the source of amazing amounts of information on both individual soldiers and sailors and on regiments and naval vessels. The local libraries all contained reference materials that were invaluable.

   I was also lucky to have several people allow me to make copies of their ancestor’s letters. No source is better than the information gleaned from letters home. There was no censorship of Civil War letters by the Army as there has been since so you can really get a good sense of the conditions the men in that Army faced.

   The other question I was often asked was how did I get started. My interest in history started with my parents and vacation visits to historical points of interest. My grade school and high school history teachers were great and increased my interest. But it was these passages in “The History of Brown County, Beers: 1883” that started my research in our county’s Civil War history.
    “So soon as the dread alarm of war had been echoed to her quiet homes and peaceful fields from the distant hills and woodland, her youth and middle aged responded to the call, “To arms! Your country is at peril” and from her workshops, from the forge, the bench, the accountant’s desk and the plow, went forth her sons and defended her Nation’s honor.” (pgs. 651-652)

   “The private soldiers of Brown County were so scattered through so large a portion of the United States army, and in so many regiments and brands of the service, that the record of the county can only be given in the record of Ohio in the rebellion.”

(pg. 341)

    “Ohio soldiers on well nigh every battlefield of the war. Within forty- eight hours after to telegraphic call, two Ohio regiments were on their way to rescue the imperiled capital in the spring of 1861. An Ohio brigade, in good order, covered the retreat from the first Bull Run. Ohio troops formed the bulk of the troops that saved West Virginia; the bulk of the army that saved Kentucky; a large share of the army that took Ft. Donelson; apart of the army at Island No. 10; a great part of the army that, from Stone River, and Chickamauga, and Mission Ridge, and Kennesaw, and Atlanta, swept down to the sea, and back though the Carolinas to the old Dominion. They fought at Pea Ridge; they charged at Wagner; they campaigned at Vicksburg and against the Indians at the base of the Rocky mountains; they helped to redeem North Carolina; they were in the siege of Vicksburg, the siege of Charleston; the siege of Richmond; and the siege of Mobile. At Pittsburg Landing, at Antietam, at Gettysburg, at Corinth, in the Wilderness, before Nashville, at Five Forks, at Appomattox Courthouse – their bones, reposing on the fields they won, are a perpetual binding pledge that no flag shall ever wave over these graves of our soldiers but the flag they fought to maintain.” (pgs. 341-342)

       I hope these articles have been informative to history buffs and that I have brought a few people into that group. Most of all I hope I have helped to honor the memory of the Civil War soldier directly and all of our veterans indirectly. When we think of our freedoms we must first honor all of those brave men and women who have served in the armed services.

    In November of 1863 President Lincoln talked of those who died at Gettysburg but I think he really was talking about all veterans whether they lost their lives or lived, whether they served in the front lines or in support rolls, or whether they served in times of peace or war; they all sacrificed part or all of their lives. We the citizens need to honor our veterans and finish what they started.     

     Lincoln said, “It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth." 
The Veterans of the Civil War had been touched by fire. They wanted to continue their friendships and to remember their lost comrades so they formed the “Grand Army of the Republic”. Brown County had several posts.

W. Wirt Liggett Post 145 --- Ripley

J.P. Fyffe Post 210 --- Higginsport

Geo. B. Bailey Post 215 --- Aberdeen

Carr B. White Post 232 --- Georgetown

Cpl. Morris Stroufe Post (275) --- Mount Orab

H. McCarthy Post (307) --- Fayetteville

John Smith Post (538) --- Brown

Walter Jackson Post (713) --- Ripley

David G. McFerson Post 741 --- Sardinia

D. McFadden Post (741) --- Sardinia
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                                          A GAR Reunion around 1910.
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               70th OVI Veterans in the Winchester Ohio Centennial Parade



GAR Medal
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