On July 15, 1863 the raiders rode into Georgetown at 9:15 AM.  A local resident, Elizabeth ‘Aunt Betsy’ King, wrote an account of the next few hours to her friend Ulysses Grant when he was collecting data for his Memoirs. She states that Basil Duke was in command here, it was Gen. Morgan’s younger brother, Col. Richard Morgan. She mentions Cross Street which is now Grant Ave. and Stuart’s Corner that is now Dunn’s Corner. She also will mention Col. Fyffe and his force of 1,500 to 2,000 militia at Ripley. Also keep in mind that Georgetown Ohio was named for Georgetown, Kentucky and that many of the residents here in 1863 had come from Kentucky. Some still had strong southern ties and had been close friends with young men in Kentucky who may now be a few years older and be some of Morgan’s “Terrible Men”.  

                                                                                                 Georgetown

My dear Gen’l                                                                      Dec. 1st, 1884

    In regard to Morgan’s raid it is said that Morgan was not here it was Basil Duke of Kentucky,  I presume you want the facts. 
   When the troopers came in town they hitched their horses along that Cross street at Stuart’s corner. The officers had everything systemically arranged. 

   While some were searching the stables and sheds for horses, others were going to every house and asking for food. The each one had a basket. The Ladies gave them all they asked for, they were all very polite and bowing and lifting their hats when leaving.          

   Others were robbing the dry good stores and taking the best, carrying off many pieces of silk and all they could possibly carry away. A. Bushman had a shoe store, they stripped that, carrying away all the boots and shoes they could. The Colonel asked Mrs. Stuart to give him some dinner. She set out all he asked for, a piece of bread and butter with a glass of buttermilk - he sat down to eat his dinner and he did not half finish till an orderly came in giving him a signal of some kinds. He got up in a hurry and went to the front door, and a bugle sounded and in less than five minutes they were all mounted and left town.

   After they ravaged your old home, several came back and broke open the post office, finding nothing but two muskets. They broke them over the rocks and left them in the street and left.

   One went to the Phillip’s and Lillie gave him bread, butter, and cold ham. She told him she would not give him anything only she was afraid, for she didn’t believe in feeding robbers. He smiled and left.

   Frank King was standing on Stuart’s Corner and one of the men asked him where they would find a shirt store. Frank told him to go to Ripley, they would give him shirts. The fellow understood what he meant and got mad and pulled out his pistol and pointed it at Frank, cursing him. Frank straightened himself up looking him in the face, the man said he couldn’t forgive Frank’s black eye but then recognized him as an old friend. That saved his life. They only got one horse that was Wm. A. Ellisberry’s. They gave John Stuart back his pony.

     They were sadly disappointed in getting no more horses. It was Newkirk and Evans store they robbed and Shane’s shoe store. It was reported and believed that Johnny Walker and Ed Hannah went over during the night and gave Morgan all information he wanted in regard to Georgetown, that all the men had left with Colonel Fyffe to defend

them. They did not go to Ripley.

                                                                                   Mrs. King
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